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Welcome to Grace Communion 
International  
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As we begin to consider this passage of Scripture today, it’s important to remember the 
authority they come from and to whom these words were written.  (next slide)
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As we read this passage of Scripture, it helps to consider the social context of the culture of that 

time. It helps us grasp how revolutionary this letter was. It helps us to comprehend how different the 

kingdom of God is from the kingdoms of this world.

The Jewish people in general saw themselves as God’s special people who would inherit the physical 

promised land. They perceived themselves to be special because of the set of laws God had given 

them, laws and a way of life that differentiated them from other people. Instead of seeing the grace 

of God in their calling, they perceived themselves to be superior because of their election. They 

perceived the Gentiles to be an inferior people.

On the other hand, the Romans under the rulership of the Caesars saw themselves as superior to all 

other people. Their way of peace was to subjugate people to the Roman ways by the sword. They 

tolerated the worship of other gods as long as it did not threaten the perceived divine authority of 

the emperors. The emperors saw themselves as gods.  The Romans worship them as such. The 

Caesars demanded total allegiance to themselves and to the Roman way of life.

During that time, Jews dreamed of being liberated from the tyranny of the Roman Empire. Groups of 

insurrectionists were pushing for the overthrow of the Roman Empire to establish a homeland for 

themselves and be the dominant people. They thought this was God’s will for them.

Jesus proved to be a hugely different Lord and Messiah than the Jews expected. He became 
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incarnate in our flesh as he was sent for by the Father to show that God loves all people. 

The tyranny that Jesus came to take away was not the political tyranny but a much worse tyranny, the 

tyranny of sin. John the Baptist said about Jesus, ’Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin 

of the world! (John 1:29.)

Sin and the estrangement from God were and are horrible slave masters. They hardened the human 

heart. Jesus defeated the oppressiveness of sin during his life by  perfectly submitting to the will of the 

Father, by his death on the cross and by his resurrection from the dead.

Just like back in those days,  conflicts of cultures still exist today. Our circumstances may be different, 

but some of the conflicts are the same.

Our world has been filled with ethnic conflicts. In Canada, in 1755, we had the British trying to get rid 

of the Acadians by deceit, herding them to a church in Grand-Pré, Nova Scotia. 10,000 were sent to 

sea with the hope they would never be seen again. They burned their homes and took their lands all 

because they would not take an unqualified oath of allegiance to Britain. They were seen as a plague 

by people of the British Empire. Some remaining tensions still exist between some of these 2 groups 

to this day.

Today, we are experiencing  the consequences of tragedies where white European tried to ’get the 

Indian” out of the indigenous people by forcibly placing them into residential schools to be re-

educated. Tragically, we know now that many of these children have been abused in the name of false 

religions and political reasoning.

There are a number of other deplorable situations that took place in our Canadian culture. Between 

1880 and 1885, 15,000 laborers were employed to build the CPR railway in Western Canada.  Working 

conditions were appalling.  600 died.  These are all black marks in our Canadian history. 

We could name some more, but all these factions create a sense of ‘they and them’, of ‘we and the 

others’. This often is seen as ‘they against them’, of ‘we against the others’.

This is not only true in our Canadian cultures but in all cultures around the world. All the kingdoms of 

this world have skeletons and historic events they wish would have never occurred.

In other words, we live in a similar cultural environment wherever we find ourselves of this earth as 

followers of Jesus. 

So let us consider what the apostle Paul told the Gentiles and the Jews. Some of the distorted values 

of the world had seeped into the church and were affecting relationships among believers. 
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These relationships are all anchored is love. Jesus being 
the 2nd person in the  Godhead  is love.
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